
Ms. Marissa Lanie De Franca 
P.S./I.S. 187, Hudson Cliffs School 
349 Cabrini Blvd. 
New York, NY 10040 

To Whom It May Concern: 

It is an honor to write this recommendation letter for Zawadi Noel. 

For the past three years, I have had the pleasure of working alongside Zawadi Noel. As a 
teaching artist from Urban Arts Partnership, Zawadi ran an after school club for comic 
book artists. As the weeks went by, it was clear to everyone that he had a special gift and 
passion for working with youth. His presence at our school became stronger until he was 
placed as a permanent staff member, collaborating with multiple teachers during the 
regular school day. As one of the lucky teachers who was able to teach with Zawadi, I am 
confident that he is a perfect candidate to work as an educator in a school. 

To begin with, Zawadi has demonstrated great skill as an educator.  As a teaching artist, 
he was able to incorporate art into my literacy lessons with an engaging and hands-on 
approach.  He truly brings the subject matter to life for his students in a way they can 
relate to. The students always respected him and strived to do well in his classes. 

Furthermore, Zawadi has an amazing ability to build relationships and collaborate with 
his colleagues. He is a fantastic listener and really invests in getting to know the people 
he is working with and what their needs are.  He is a hard worker and is always willing to 
go the extra mile to make sure he is supporting his cooperating teachers and most 
importantly, the students.  

Finally, one of Zawadi’s greatest strengths is his ability to connect to his students.  He has 
an incredible sense of humor and a strong passion for art and social justice, which shine 
through while he is teaching. He has proven to be an advocate for our children and serves 
as a positive role model who students can truly trust.   

Sincerely,  

Ms. Marissa Lanie De Franca 

Literacy Teacher 

New York Department of Education


